
Florida LAKEWATCH

Aquatic Plants in Lakes



Questions (532) Asked at LAKEWATCH 

Regional Meetings (2007 to 2014)

Aquatic Plants Fish and Wildlife Water Level/Access Water Quality Lake Uses

Plants (121) Exotic Species (55) Lake Water Level (95) Water Clarity (31) Swimming Areas (6)

Grass Carp (41) Sportfish Fish (40) Sediments (13) Algae (16) Jet Skis/Boats (5)

Herbicides (19) Aquatic Birds (28) Hurricanes (3) Color (12) Trash (4)

Tussocks (4) Storm Water (9) Irrigation (2)

TOTAL 123 (23%) TOTAL 111 (21%) Waste Water (9)

TOTAL 185 (35%) Bacteria (6) TOTAL 17 (3%)

Fertilizers (5)

Heavy Metals (3)

Oxygen (3)

Trends (1)

Pesticides (1)

TOTAL 96 (18%)
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9http://www.lakeaccess.org/ecology/lakeecologyprim9.html



http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fa007

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep476













Harvestable Fish and Aquatic Plants



Aquatic Plant Control

Section 3: Aquatic Plant 

Management 

Introduction

Physical Removal

Habitat Alteration

Biological Control

Herbicides

Environmental Considerations

Fate of Aquatic Herbicides in the 

Environment

Maintenance Control of Aquatic 

Weeds

Manipulating Plant Communities

Mother Nature’s Control



Aquatic Plant Control

http://myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants

369.20  Florida Aquatic Weed Control Act.

Aquatic vegetation plays an important role in maintaining and 
protecting water quality, providing shoreline stabilization and 
ensuring balanced fish and wildlife populations. Therefore, Florida 
law (F.S. 369.20) requires all persons intending to control or 
remove aquatic vegetation from the waters of the state to 
obtain a permit from the Commission's Invasive Plant 
Management Section unless an exemption for the activity has 
been provided in statute or rule (Chapters 68F-20).



Aquatic Plant Control
Sample Site Map for Permit Application
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Aquatic Plant Control

http://myfwc.com/license/aquatic-plants

369.20  Florida Aquatic Weed Control Act.

(8)  As an exemption to all permitting requirements in this section and ss. 
369.22 and 369.25, in all freshwater bodies, except aquatic preserves 
designated under chapter 258 and Outstanding Florida Waters designated 
under chapter 403, a riparian owner may physically or mechanically remove 
herbaceous aquatic plants and semiwoody herbaceous plants, such as shrub 
species and willow, within an area delimited by up to 50 percent of the 
property owner's frontage or 50 feet, whichever is less, and by a sufficient 
length waterward from, and perpendicular to, the riparian owner's shoreline to 
create a corridor to allow access for a boat or swimmer to reach open water. 
All unvegetated areas shall be cumulatively considered when determining the 
width of the exempt corridor. Physical or mechanical removal does not include 
the use of any chemicals or any activity that requires a permit pursuant to part 
IV of chapter 373.



LAKEWATCH Works With:

Your tired, your poor, your huddled 

masses……………..


